Brace yourselves: CEO
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If the experience in London is
anything to go by, the Myles Miracle
Mission CANcer Assist Wellness
Centre can plan on being very busy.

Shelley Markland, executive di-
rector af the Wellspring London &
Region cancer centre spoke 1o a
large group of volunteers at the
Wheels Inn Thursday night abeut
the escalating need for centres
which provide non-medical sup-
port services for those battling can-
cer, and their families,

The dinner was hosted by the
MMM centre's board of directors as
a way of saying thank you to the
many sponsors and volunteers who

have been working to renovate and
furnish the Vietoria Ave. facility.

In opening the evening, board
chair Wayvne MeLellan told those in
attendance, "it's hard to express
how we fieel becanse of vour efforts,”

And, even though the doors have
not opened at the centre vel, Susan
MeLellan said partnerships are al-
ready being mace within the com-
munity to ensure the facility will be
able to provide a large range of pro-
gramming and services, at no cost
to the consumer,

Markland said she had been "in-
spired deeply by what 1 have seenin
the home that you have built.”

She said it's clear the entire com-
munity has rallied behind the pro-
Jject, and said, “you're on the thresh-

old of being very busy."

Markland said since opening its
doors in 2000, the Wellspring facil-
ity has outgrown its space in an
obder home similar to the one which
has been outfitted for the MMM
contre.

"Chatham is a mode] for how the
rest of Canada can meet this des-
perate need for non-medical sup-
portive care for people with cancer,”
shee said.

Having toured the local centre on
Victoria Ave., Markland, who is a
cancer survivor herself, said, "I'm
just bursting with inspiration.”

Citing statistics which indicate
the incidence of cancer will rise
0% between 2000 and 2015, Mark-
land said demand for support will

continue to rise, in large part be-
cause of an aging population which
is pushing up the cancer statistics.

"We cannol keep up with the
need," she said, adding the Lon-
dlon centre has opened up a satellite
office in Stratford.

"It wouldn't surprise me if a cou-
ple of vears down the road you get
requests from outlying communities
to open satellites,” she told the lo-
cal board.

"You are at the threshold of some-
thing profoundly important for
Chatham-Kent," said Markland.

In offering her thanks to the vol-
unteers, Susan McLellan said, "we
never imagined that through this
Journey with cancer and grief that
there would be hope.”
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BMO Bank of Montreal has donated $1,400 to the Myles Miracle
Mission CanAssist Wellness Centre through its volunteer grant pro-
gram. Pictured here are: Mary Jane Horvath, BMO commercial ac-
counting manager (left) and Robin McLellan, a board member of
the wellness centre. The money will be used to purchase resources
for the centre's library.




